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Terrebonne Council on Aging, Inc.
ADVISORY COUNCIL
Tuesday, February 25, 2025 - 12:00 noon
995 West Tunnel Blvd., Houma, LA 70360

Call to Order — Jess Bergeron called the meeting to order @ 12:01

Invocation — Bobbie O’Bryan

II.  Pledge of Allegiance — All

IV. Roll Call
Present Absent Guests and Staff
Joseph “Jess” Bergeron Michael Blanchard Amanda Hebert
Alina Merlos Danette Alario Dorothy Bergeron
Carl “Carlee” Harding Michael Boquet
Bobbie O’Bryan Melvin Malbrough
Pegoy Lirette
Mary “Jane” Walker

MINUTES

Public Comments (Limit 5 minutes per speaker).

Melvin Malbrough spoke of recent input from not only clients but general public and
some elected officials about different policies that have been in effect for a long time but
have not been enforced. And, now that Jane Walker has taken over as Executive Director
and brings up a lot of weaknesses we have in the organization, that I wasn’t aware of.
Some of these may seem petty and even aggravating to our clients, but there is certainly a
reason why these policies are in place and why they should be enforced. It’s yet to be
determined if they are going to continue to be enforced or not. He stated that he was
looking to the Advisory Committee, as leaders in the community, to pass the word of
TCOA’s position here. There are some guidelines that need to be in place, some do
affect the day to day operations of the centers. He asked for everyone to bear with TCOA
and try to understand why we are doing what we are doing. There is a reason behind i,
most of the time there is a law behind it. It’s a betterment for the greater and an
inconvenience for the singles.

Carl Harding asked to bring Mr. Melvin back up to ask some question. He asked what
are some of the issues they were actually having in reference to the policies. Mr. Melvin
states that a memo has been sent out about three weeks ago about bringing food from the
outside. The Board of Health has a law prohibiting home cooked meals to be brought
into a public setting. Meals that are prepared by a professional kitchen that is inspected
by the Board of Health is allowed but home cook meals are not. It was made clear to the
clients that they are more than welcome to bring their own meals for themselves but it
could not be shared with others. Another item is solicitation, some members have been
bringing raffle tickets, school candies, etc. It puts people in an uncomfortable position to
say no in a group setting. We would like to prevent this to be able to give our clients safe



and comfortable place to socialize. Saving seats is another issue; it was brought up at the
last meeting; everyone wants to save seats so they can sit by their friends and with new
people coming in, it makes for an uncomfortable situation. Those are the policies we are
trying to implement but we are getting some push back.

Mr. Carlee stated he could certainly understand not having solicitation and allowing
outside food into the centers, because it runs a liability to the Council on Aging.

Bobbie O’Bryan asked about treating clients like children. Mr. Melvin explained that
after the memo went out a client called and left a voice mail for Kayla. Mr. Melvin said
he called the client back and met with her personally. She was quite animated about not
going back to the center. She said this is silly and she didn’t have to put up with it. She
said her mom goes there and she goes to be with my mom.

Carl Harding made the motion “to close public comments”. Seconded by Bobbie
O’Bryan.

Yeas: Jess Bergeron, Carlee Harding, Bobbie O’Bryan, Alina Merlos, Peggy Lirette
Nays: None

Absent: Michael Blanchard, Danette Alario

Chairman Jess Bergeron declared the motion adopted.

Members elect Advisory Council Vice-Chairperson.

Peggy Lirette made the motion “to nominate Alina Merlos for Vice Chairman and
accept her by acclimation”. Seconded by Bobbie O’Bryan.

Yeas: Jess Bergeron, Carlee Harding, Bobbie O’Bryan, Alina Merlos, Peggy Lirette
Nays: None

Absent: Michael Blanchard, Danette Alario

Chairman Jess Bergeron declared the motion adopted.

Because Ms. Alina took the Vice-Chair position, the Secretary/Treasurer position needs
to be filled.

Carlee Harding made the motion “to nominate Bobbie O’Bryan for
Secretary/Treasurer and accept him by acclimation”. Seconded by Alina Merlos.
Yeas: Jess Bergeron, Carlee Harding, Bobbie O’Bryan, Alina Merlos, Peggy Lirette
Nays: None

Absent: Michael Blanchard, Danette Alario

Chairman Jess Bergeron declared the motion adopted.

Adopt minutes from November 26, 2024 meeting.

Carlee Harding made the motion “to Adopt minutes from November 26, 2024
meeting”. Seconded by Alina Merlos.

Yeas: Jess Bergeron, Carlee Harding, Bobbie O’Bryan, Alina Merlos, Peggy Lirette
Nays: None

Absent: Michael Blanchard, Danette Alario

Chairman Jess Bergeron declared the motion adopted.



Review and Receive copy of GOEA’s Advisory Council Manual/Guidance.

Review and Receive copy of TCOA’s Advisory Council By-Laws.

Jane Walker explained both the GOEA’s Advisory Council Manual/Guidance and the
TCOA’s Advisory Council By-Laws. She also, explained the four-year area plan and
how the Advisory Councils guidance and advice will be needed. She also, explained
other responsibilities of the Advisory Council members, such as bringing forward to the
board any questions or issues that are not being addressed, as well as running the public
meeting for the Area Plan. She then explained the one recent change to the By-Laws.

TCOA Buildings

a.

o

T e ae

Elderly Housing/Shady Lane Apartments — waiting list is 67 people.

Bobbie O’Bryan mentioned about the new substation building for the Houma
Police Department on the East Side. He explained about the building and how it
was built and how strong it was. He stated he would strongly suggest that if
TCOA builds something for Senior Housing, he would go this route. He then
introduced Mr. Kent Hendricks with Expanel, which developed the panels Mr.
Bobbie spoke of. Mr. Hendricks explained what they are doing on the East Side:
building duplexes targeting senior/low income living. He asked about some of
the requirements of senior living. Discussion about what was needed with
everyone’s opinion such as handicap accessibility, elevation, smart homes and
more.

Chauvin Senior Center — getting a generator (Mrs. Peggy spoke of the
temperature in the center, it is too cold)

Neal Ransonet “Montegut” Senior Center - none

Schriever Senior Center - none

Shady Acres Senior Center - none

Senior Park and Gardens — getting ready for Horseshoes.

Warehouse - none

Washbay - none

Main Operating Center — will be getting a new Billboard sign

East Side Senior Center — contracted Foret Contracting from Thibodeaux, they
started about two weeks ago with 95 days as a proposed completion time. Hoping
by the end of May the work will be completed and by the beginning of June all
the permits will be in place to start occupying and using the facility.

Mr. Bobbie asked if there has been any thought on the speaker system for the
center. He said they have one that was bought for the Houma Police Department
but is too big to transport to all the small functions they attend and he said he
would check on it to see about donating from one non-profit to another.

For Information Only

Nutrition Report



8. Director’s Report -~

L. Jane Walker expressed the need for the committee to educate the other Senior
Centers clients. It’s not that we want to treat people like children, it’s that we have
rules and we have to follow them for the benefit for all.

2. As far as the meal quality, the taste of the meal, this has been beaten to death. We
have options coming up, just be patient. Our only option now is Lafourche
Sheriff’s Office Kitchen, but hopefully, in the future, Sheriff Sonnier will be able
to have his kitchen widened and running to be able to accommodate 1000 meals a
day. And we also have Second Harvest opening their kitchen in June, and they
will be inviting the board to tour the facility. So, we have options coming up.

9. Adjournment.

Carlee Harding made the motion “to Adjourn”. Seconded by Bobbie O’Bryan.
Yeas: Jess Bergeron, Carlee Harding, Bobbie O’Bryan, Alina Merlos, Peggy Lirette
Nays: None

Absent: Michael Blanchard, Danette Alario

Chairman Jess Bergeron declared the motion adopted.
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